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Drug underworld makes ap offer
Colombia cap refuse

By Roger Fontaine their open letter.

THE WASHINGTON TiMES They also denounced the 1989 their zones of influence in the
Colombian officials haye rejectod U.S..-Col‘(lumblan extradiction treaty, countryside.
an extraordinary offer from 65 al- Saying: “We cannot understand why “Anyone poking around their ter-
leged narcotics traffickers to pay off Colombia, a Sovereign, democratic, Titory is going to have problems,”
the country’s foreign debr if the gov- ::g lgd?g::itigint cguntry,A hals to re- said one administration official.
ernment helps the ' i : and exotic laws to i '
ton 10 the United Statag— <72 prosecute its nationals, have Tejomrg 0 broken the. e
. e suspected drug dealers, in “It is almost Incredible to have to and, along with the non-sigr?:e
Jail awaiting extradition, offered not aocept the fact that, because of the guerrilla bands, have resumeg
only to pay the $13.5 billion debt, bup mere statement of individuals who armed attacks on overnment
also to return capita] held for them have infiltrated our country [Drug forces. The best knowngof these, the
in foreign banks and sutrender their Snforcement Agency agents), we M-19, is Supported by both Cuba'and
jungle laboratories used tq refine co- they aoned over to foreign judges, so Nicaragua Y -

. they can quench their thirst for re- M-lggga}ﬁed out a bloody attack
tcl?é;ea:ll(l;d ott”ocg:ap;;ssséiu {:drienmgno-' venge with us, Colombians” Lt gn the P?lace of Justice in downtown
lombia, expec ting more lenic; Other such offers have been made b oggta ast November. More than a
treatment at homn! by Colombian drug dealers in the un redc people, including 12 Su-

The Suspected traffickers’ offer past——qne o M§x1co City to former pr'gme ottlrthjusuces, oo n the
made in an open jerer 1C local perer; Colombian President Alfonso Lopez ts.u fe‘l](‘.‘l?:d ;roqtout. It also effec-
media carlier this menqy was callos Michelson and another to Colombian tvely ki esident Betancur’s at-
“absurd and illegaps " ! Attorney General Carlos Jimenez in lempts to negotiate a permanent

eg. Yy Colombian Panama City. truce with the guerrilla groups,

/él(i)itzl;‘eestxster Enrique Parejo Many dealers have been known to since the so-called “peace process”
o n.Ot know abe i COOM lost most of jts previous public sup-
tione about their Inten- who provide protection in exchange port.
10ns,” he told the Bogota daily Ej

g g $ Y
) .
I le“lpo but we ar € en a ed In an tl om [he Sale Of nar COtICS. accor dulg

traffickers, Therefore we cannot as- ty :
" . One guerrilla group, the Colom-
Z::Teegogéa:rd fnoi;tg):n with such a bian Revolutionary Armed Forces,
%e ovemgm ent’s refusal to bar. better known by its acronym FARC,
ain witgh the country's leadin d recently prevented an airplane with
g - country g drug journalists on board from landing
fxgurjes.cpnung‘)u_st before Sunday’s near a cocaine processing lab.
presidential election, was not ex- oratory that had been surroundeq by
pected to boost the flagging cam- Colombian police
paign of the ruling Conservative Three of the. country’s seven
P:?jrty candidate, Alvaro Gomez Hur- known guerrilla groups ysigned a
tado. . ‘
. , . truce with the government in May
The Liberal Party's candidate, 1984 that allowed them to organize
Virgilio Barco Vargas, holds a com. politically. But FARC is the only one
manding lead, according to the polls, now abiding by that agreement be.
and a State Depament official said cause it had some success in the cop-
the government's war on cocaine gressional elections last March and

is participating in the upcoming
presidential election.

FARC's followers, however, re-
main armed and continue to control

traffickers “is not an issye.”

US. officials believe Colombia’s
cocaine exports to the United States
reached a peak of 48 to 53 tons in
1984. Since then, the amount has
fallen as Colombian authorities
stepped up their efforts at coca erad-
ication and dismantling of the drug
infrastructure.

Mr. Parejo Gonzalez’ predecessor,
Rodrigo Lara Bonilla, is strongly
suspected to have been assassinated
by drug dealers two years ago in
Bogota—a charge which the alleged
traffickers specifically denied in

.
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